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Dear David,

It was so great hearing from you! Hope you solved the puzzling mystery of
the parchment!

| have been reading wonderful things about the Gardens here in Australia! |
even heard about how you have named one of your lakes after my favourite
bird, the Kingfisher! I especially like theCollared Kingfisher (T odiramphus
chioris). Did you know it gets its name from the white “collar” of feathers
around iits neck? | love how blue its feathers are, like the colour of the
ocean on a hot summer’s day. | can recognise its loud, distinctive call

anywhere!
Here is a sketch | made of one | saw at the park the other day.
Do you have them at the Gardens too?

Your friend,
Anton ‘[ o 'oconene L
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Teg! The Collared Kin fisher is a

reqular visitor at the Gardensl How nice tg know
Ou have them there tool

T P

Hereic a cketch | made of it. Can't wait for jou to see it in percon! Speaking of which,

when are you going to vigit me>
_ Wartwest regards, "
David
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Dedr David,

[ (. We should be called
inqs from the "Sunshine Skdee we're having d redlly hoe summer this Yed
Greeeings | ' i
the “Su?\bum Seaeet our climaee is redly changing. ThdeS nok a 9ood 519

: ~ \ (Thalia qeniculded).
hecking wieh me doouk ONe of our ndeive. planks, the ALJEET anq over hje 1 have
\-'OU were cnhecki L arows UJe“ in wek Srou(\ V !

L or dlong wdkerbanks, 1 g A
en found growing in ponds , lank. can dlert [peop
(t?tf:r\ told ik ig cqllec? "Alligaeor Flag' becquse some people .beheve‘l—,hq'l—, u;i F:\TSO " PMN’E el
the presence of a passing dlligaeor by observing khe ruskling of iks -SZV O.nSide,md T e wee

i i know 1S ¢
: i fect hiding place. Did you . ves
sustem qives dlligdkors d Per ) . ou gre figne! Te doe
m%o 915‘5 ‘nl?eresunﬂs Lo ik i an ornamenkdl plane. in your qardens But, you are 1)
here [
have lovely flowers.

[ ing dbouk.
T gm sending you d skekch k0 see if khis iS5 the plank you are kdlking d

[ in. Do keep in touch!
Ic's redlly grede hedring from you agdin. D P
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Your friend, :
Madrhd , ‘ /\
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! : Dear Martha,
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lt is great hearivig from you too.
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Ye<l Thic ic the Alligator Flag we have here. It i thriving in our Gardens. We have plantg

crom all over the world here. Some of these plants are species that have been growing

in Singapore for <o mavny years, they might as well be a local plant! Ove of them is the

Traveller's Palm (Ravenala madagascariensis).
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Cowntrary to its name, the Traveller's Palw i viot a true palm, but is related to the

tird of Paradise. It gets its name from the common belies that travellers can drivk the

water collected in the cup-like leaf bages during an emergency. But actually, the water ig

quite smelly and dirty and could make you sick if you drank it We grow them here along

the Dragonfly Lake. Here's a cketch | did of the Traveller's Palm.

Will try to send you some photos of the Gardens soowt

- Warmest regards,
= David
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